PARTIES AND  GROUPS                               121
The higher council and the conseils dipartementaux^ in theory,
were to give place on October 27, 1941, to elected councils, but
a law published on August 3, 1941, has postponed the elections
sine die.
Doctors are sworn in before the conseil dSpartemental^ which is
endowed with disciplinary powers extending to prohibition from
practising.
All medical unions are dissolved and their property transferred
to the conseils departementaux. The property of the Qeneral
Confederation of French Medical Unions has been handed over
to the higher council (Order published April 22, 1941).
Finally, by virtue of a law of April 2, 1941, die Council of
the Order can fix the maximum number of doctors permitted to
practise in any departement. This number may not be less than
that of the doctors in practice on September i, 1939.
A law published on June 9, 1941, introduced the appropriate
alterations to the laws of November 30, 1892, and July 26, 1935,
on the practice of medicine and dentistry. It must be noted that
all the doctors and others to whom the laws relate must before
practising register their qualifications at the Prefecture and the
Civil Court.
(v) Architecture. A law of December 31 creates an Order of
Architects. Its articles, while following the lines of those relating
to doctors or barristers, are less strict as regards the question of
nationality, but contain an important new provision as to the
diplomas required for the practice of a profession that has hitherto
been free.
For the future, in order to practise as an architect it is necessary:
(1)  To be French (with certain exceptions).
(2)  To be in full enjoyment of civil rights.
(3)  To hold certain specified diplomas (ArretS d* application published
June 5, 1941), except that certain vested interests may be
maintained.
(4)  To be admitted as member of the Order of Architects.   (Refusal
of registration by the Regional Council may be made the
subject of an appeal before the Higher Council, and further
of an appeal to the Council of State for action ultra vires.)
A Higher Council is set up to work under the Secretary of State
for National Education; a member of the Council of State acts as
legal adviser.
Regional councils play the same part in discipline as the Councils
of the Orders of Doctors or Barristers; they act even in the case
of foreign architects authorized to practise, either under a diplo-
matic convention or for individual reasons, but who are not
c members of the Order.' Suspension and striking off the register